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time and comprise the shoals of Zinga in the Ubangi, about fifty miles below 
Bangui, which during six months of the year have prevented the passage of the 
larger vessels of the river and necessitated transshipment to reach the up-river 
ports, the shoals of the Sanga situated between Bali island and the bend of the 
river immediately above Ouesso, and the shoals of Molundu on the N'goko. 
This part of the report ends with a complete account of the illness of members 
of the commission, European and native, prepared by the medical attendant. 

The final portion of the report comprises a general summary of the im- 
portance of this waterway, projects for continuing the work of the commission 
and recommendations tending toward the exploitation of the traffic lines. Up 
to this time the exposition has been strictly confined to the actual facts of 
investigation; but now the commission, fulfilling the orders of the Governor 
General, comments on the possibilities of utilization of the river. It recom- 
mends an improvement in the carriers on the Congo and the tributaries dis- 
cussed, better methods of advertising and readjustment of tariffs. Basing an 
estimate on the actual tonnage of traffic on the Congo and at the larger ports 
to-day, the commission prints figures for the traffic possibilities of 1920. The 
revenues from the traffic are supposed to furnish the funds by means of which 
the actual control of the river will be completed, the course charted and light- 
houses and buoys established. In common with many advocates of waterways, 
there is a tendency in this part of the discussion to be absolutely sure that an 
improved highway of necessity means an increase in commerce more than com- 
mensurate with the outlay. 

Altogether, the report is quite complete. Every feature of preparation, 
work and review is included. The author enters into too much detail even for 
the general student of waterways, but he has placed upon record many aspects 
of a large problem and the work is sure to be of value for other pioneers; 
especially is this true of the first part of the work, which concerns itself with 
the preparations for carrying out the work, and therefore considers equipment, 
instruments and methods of procedure. Robert M. Brown. 

African) Camp Fires. By Stewart E. White, xiii and 378 pp. Ills. 
Doubleday, Page & Co., Garden City, N. Y., 1913. $1.50. 7V 2 x 5V 2 . 

"What is the use of this killing game?" asked the Babu at Tsavo Station, 
of Mr. White. ' ' Man should not destroy what man cannot first create. ' ' 

And to some of the readers of this book, at least, this question of the 
Babu will not seem amiss, for scattered throughout the greater portion of the 
work runs an account of the slaughter of gentle, harmless animals, and the des- 
perate bravery with which lions charged upon the hunters while the bullets 
crashed into their bodies, checking but slightly their onward rush, until at 
length a lucky shot brought the brave brute down. It must be said to Mr. 
White 's credit, however, that he made it a point never to let a wounded animal 
escape if it were possible to prevent it. The life and customs of the various 
African tribes with whom the author came in contact and the regions through 
which he explored and hunted are admirably described, and the book is well 
illustrated with photographs. 

Geschichtliche und kulturelle Entwickelung unserer Schutz- 
gebiete. Von J. K. Vietor. 144 pp. D. Eeimer (E. Vohsen), Berlin, 
1913. Mk. 2. 9x6. 
The short and readable volume is evidently written to enlighten the wider 
German public about the status and needs of its African possessions. Two- 
thirds of it are given over to a history of the colonies, which is made palatable 
by personal reminiscences of the author. In the last part he discusses the neces- 
sary ways and methods of a successful colonial policy. In his opinion the race 
and land problems are the most important of all. The whole welfare of the 
colony depends on its having a happy and healthy native population settled 
upon its own soil. The strictest separation of the races is imperative, and the 
negro must feel that the white is the master race — though not by harsh treat- 
ment, the author even objecting to the general application of corporal punish- 
ment, which ought to be restricted to certain grave crimes. On the contrary, 
the superiority of the white man should appear in the fairness of his dealing 



